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Background:
Systematic use of water-related data, digital technologies and analytical tools to support evidence-based decision-making, is imperative for the present day water sector. This also needs a thorough understanding of institutional and technical framework through which water-related data is collected, managed, standardized and shared among stakeholders. National Water Informatics Centre (NWIC), under the aegis of the DoWR, RD & GR, Ministry of Jal Shakti, is the national repository of water data. As the central nodal agency for water data, NWIC coordinates the integration, management and dissemination of water data collected by various domain agencies. NWIC has created SOPs for Central and State Water Data Hubs, as well as for Data Standardization and Management.

Objective: 
Data-driven governance transforms raw water data into actionable insights that support planning, policy formulation, monitoring, and efficient resource management. The goal of water data governance is to create a seamless flow of information from monitoring stations in the field to policymakers’ desks, thereby ensuring efficient water management and long-term water security for the nation. Some of the benefits include:
a) Data Standardization and Interoperability to enable seamless data exchange between different agencies, such as meteorological, hydrological, and agricultural departments.
b) Data Quality and Integrity leading tor reliable decision-making requires accurate and validated data. 
c) Data Accessibility and Transparency to promotes transparency, facilitates research, and enables citizen participation in water conservation and management.
d) Institutional Frameworks and Accountability to ensure accountability throughout the lifecycle of water data from collection to dissemination.

Expected outcome:
To sensitise the audience need for data driven water governance, and also to disseminate that for operationalization of water data governance, a structured governance mechanism is being established by Ministry of Jal Shakti through the formation of several Committees, which will define policies, provide technical guidance, monitor implementation and facilitate stakeholder participation in water data governance.
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